
There couldnôt have been a more appropriate location for the 2010 NSO 

Representative Assembly than San Antonio, Texas.  With its motto, 

ñSomething to Rememberò and the Alamoð the ñCradle of Texas Lib-

ertyòð, what better place to carry out the business of the organization 

ñunited to lead, to promote, to secure and to defend.ò 

This is an important RA gathering. Delegates will elect officers and Re-

gion Directors. They will approve a budget. They will vote on new busi-

ness items. But even more importantly, they will network with other 

members who are facing many of the same challenges they are. 

RA delegates are coming from state affiliates where attacks on wages, 

benefits and pensionsðthe very ñlibertiesò they fought so hard to getð

are commonplace. The countryôs economic problems, the loss of members and managements out to prove theyôre the 

boss, are creating havoc at bargaining tables. 

ñThereôs no doubt that this is going to be a tough bargaining year,ò commented NSO President Chuck Agerstrand. ñOur 

bargainers are going to state affiliate tables where grievances and arbitrations over petty issues are piling up; where a de-

fined contribution system is managementôs demand; and where terminations are regular occurrences.ò 

Several state affiliates are on NSOôs ñwatch list.ò Right now, the list includes Arkansas, Indiana ASO, Kansas, all six Michi-

gan affiliates, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio PSU, Oregon and Washington. 

Agerstrand said, ñNSO is prepared to offer these affiliatesðand all affiliates--whatever help they need. Iôm concerned that 

this list will grow as bargaining continues.ò 

There continue to be challenges on the legislative front also that affect all NSO members. NLRB appointments, an excise 

tax on health care reform, the Employee Free Choice Act and the Pension Protection Act are federal issues NSO is moni-

toring. 

At Thursdayôs Emerging Issues Forum, delegates will be discussing these 

issues and the first Forum at the Winter Advocacy Retreat generated 

more issues such as the de-structuring of staff contracts, the impact of 

technology on our work and the growing influence of governance in staff 

affairs. Besides a lively discussion, delegates will learn NSOôs involve-

ment in these concerns. 

But delegates will hear good news too. The NSO Executive Committee 

will be recommending a budget that does not include a dues increase. 

Ron Goldenstein, NSO Treasurer declared, ñNSO is in good shape finan-

cially. Weôve gotten a clean bill of health from the auditors and we are 

slowly recouping the losses experienced during an economic t downturn.ò 

And the most encouraging news of all is that NSO is 40 years strong and 

RA delegates will be celebrating that milestone. Like the Alamo, NSO continues to forge new directions in member advo-

cacy  

ñThe 40
th
 anniversary is a time to celebrate our legacy of unionism, ñremarked Agerstrand. ñItôs also a rallying call for all 

NSO members to stand strong and support one another in difficult times.  Weôve weathered many challenges. Weôll 

weather these.ò 

Welcome to San Antonio and the 2010 NSO RA!   
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The Alamo marks the birthplace of Texasô freedom. 



Your 40
th
 birthday is always a milestone and itôs no different for 

NSO.  

ñRecognizing and honoring our past paves the way to a successful 

future,ò commented Lynn Adler, Vice President for Program and 

the anniversary celebration co-chair. ñAnd weôre planning an event 

that will make us all proud to be NSO members.ò 

The evening is more than just a reception and dinner. Like San 

Antonio, the planning committee will leave you with ñsomething to 

remember.ò 

ñThere will be a time to reminisce and remember those people who 

made NSO what it is today,ò said Adler. ñBut there will also be a 

fun program complete witha trivia competition, a raffle and danc-

ing.ò 

Attendees will have a chance to purchase tickets for the coveted 

40
th
 annversary quilt made by Doreen Trevena, a Michigan ASO 

member. Decorative squares representing state affiliates make up 

the quilt.  

Adler said, ñThe quilt symbolizes all of the state affiliates working 

together. It will be a wonderful memento of the event.ò 

Lucky winners will also walk away with a gift donated by more than 

30 state affiliates. Proceeds will go to NSOôs Disaster Relief Fund. 

A highlight of the evening will be the presentation of a new award in 

honor of John Warms, long-time advocate and NSO president.  

ñJohn embodied leadership, advocacy and unionism. Itôs only fitting that we honor him by recognizing an NSO member 

who demonstrates those same qualities,ò said Robert Blackwell, At-Large B Director from North Carolina. 

The evening will end with music and dancing. 

Emcees are Diane Thompson and Butch Santicola.  

Members of the 40th Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee are Lynn Adler, co-chair; Mary Henson, co-chair; 

Kathy Hill, Bernie Lange, Butch Santicola, Cheryl Singleton, Vera Stafford and John Stephens. 

 

Happy 40
th

 Anniversary NSO!   
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The NSO quilt commemorates the organizationôs 

40 years of union advocacy.   


